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PERMIT CONDITIONS

West Virginia Code § 22-6-11 allows the Office of Oil and Gas to place specific conditions upon
this permit. Permit conditions have the same effect as law. Failure to adhere to the specified

permit conditions may result in enforcement action.

CONDITIONS

1. All pits must be lined with a minimum of 20 mil thickness synthetic liner.

2. In the event of an accident or explosion causing loss of life or serious personal injury in
or about the well or while working on the well, the well operator or its contractor shall give
notice, stating the particulars of the accident or explosion, to the oil and gas inspector and the
Chief within twenty-four (24) hours.

3. Well work activities shall not constitute a hazard to the safety of persons.
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wells, and procedures after approval has been granted to mine through a plugged or re-
plugged well.

Between July 18, 2016 and August 8, 2016 MSHA personnel conducted an investigation of
the petition and filed a report of their findings with the Administrator for Coal Mine
Safety and Health. The modification granted under Docket No. M-2001-015-C will be
superseded and replaced by this amended modification granted under Docket No. M-
2016-019-C after this Proposed Amended Decision and Order becomes final.

The mine is represented by United Mine Workers of America (UMWA), AFL-CIO, CLC-
1501 with miners’ representatives. On July 18, 2016 a pre- investigation meeting
between MSHA, the petitioner and miners was held at the Camp Run Portal at an active
gas well plugging site for the mine. The meeting was to discuss the petition for
modification. Approximately 27 miners on all three shifts were interviewed. An
overview and general discussions were held to request feedback, concerns and
questions to be presented to MSHA and miner’s representatives concerning the 101(c)
petition for modification.

After review of the parties’ submissions and Joint Motion for Settlement, the following
Decision and Order is issued.

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Harrison County Mine employs approximately 243 miners and produces
approximately 25,000 tons of bituminous coal per day from the Pittsburgh #8 coal seam
with an average mine height of 76 inches. The mine is accessed through 7 exhausting
air shafts and 1 slope. The mine operates 3 production shifts per day, 5 days per week,
on one working section, and one longwall. The mine liberates 6,326,654 cubic feet of
methane on a daily basis.

Although MSHA has granted modifications of this standard at different mines over the
years, changing circumstances in oil and gas drilling technology and practices compels
MSHA to reconsider the safest approach to mining around or through such wells. In
recent years, changes in hydraulic fracturing (fracking) technology, marketplace and
resource conditions have led to an increase in the number and depth of oil and gas
wells penetrating the Pittsburgh #8 and other coal seams. Since deeper wells are
usually associated with higher well pressures, modifications of § 75.1700 must include
appropriate measures to better protect miners. In addition to the risks associated with
higher well pressures, MSHA is concerned that operators may be preparing and
plugging wells to inadequate depths for convenience or to lower costs, which may
result in reduced safety for miners.
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5. Notification - Where the operator is required to notify the District Manager
pursuant to the terms of this Proposed Decision and Order, the method of
notification will be set forth in the cut-through procedures for each well. The

District Manager agrees to provide a number wherein he or his designee is
available at all times.

Therefore, the terms and conditions as amended will at all times guarantee no less than
the same measure of protection afforded the miners under 30 C.F.R. § 75.1700 for all
wells regardless of depth. On the basis of the Petition, comments received, the findings
of MSHA's investigation, and the Joint Motion for Settlement by the parties, the
Harrison County Coal Company is granted a modification of the application of 30
C.F.R. § 75.1700 to its Harrison County Mine.

ORDER

Under the authority delegated by the Secretary of Labor to the Administrator for Coal
Mine Safety and Health, and under § 101(c) of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act
of 1977, 30 U.S.C. § 811(c), and 30 C.F.R. Part 44, a modification of the application of 30
C.F.R. § 75.1700 at The Harrison County Coal Company’s Harrison County Mine is
hereby:

GRANTED, subject to the following terms and conditions:

1. DISTRICT MANAGER APPROVAL REQUIRED

a. The type of oil or gas well that will be considered under this Petition includes
wells that have been depleted of oil or gas production or have not produced
oil or gas and may have been plugged, or active conventional vertical wells
which are not producing gas or oil, subject to the provisions below.
Unconventional wells in the Marcellus, Utica, and all other unconventional
shale oil and gas wells are not subject to this modification. Nothing in these
provisions is meant to lessen, diminish, or substitute any provision found in
applicable state laws or regulations.

b. A safety barrier of 300 feet in diameter (150 feet between any mined area and
a well) shall be maintained around all oil and gas wells (defined herein to
include all active, inactive, abandoned, shut-in, previously plugged wells,
water injection wells, and carbon dioxide sequestration wells) until approval
to proceed with mining has been obtained from the District Manager. Wells
that were drilled into potential oil or gas producing formations that did not
produce commercial quantities of either gas or oil (exploratory wells, wildcat
wells or dry holes) are classified as oil or gas wells by MSHA.
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(1) A diligent effort shall be made to remove all the casing in the well and
clean the well to 200'below the coal seam to be mined, or the lowest
mineable coal seam, whichever is lower, or for wells 4,000’ or greater,
clean the well to 400’below the coal seam to be mined, or the lowest
mineable coal seam, whichever is lower.

If the total depth of the well is less than 4,000 feet, the operator shall
completely clean out the well from the surface to at least 200 feet below
the coal seam to be mined, unless the District Manager requires cleaning
to a greater depth based on his judgment as to what is required due to the
geological strata, or due to the pressure within the well. The operator
shall provide the District Manager with all information it possesses
concerning the geological nature of the strata and the pressure of the well.
If the total depth of the well is 4,000 feet, or greater, the operator shall
completely clean out the well from the surface to at least 400 feet below
the coal seam to be mined. Wells of this greater depth are under greater
pressure, so the 400 feet requirement provides greater protection for
miners. The operator shall make a diligent effort to remove all material
from the entire diameter of the well, wall to wall. If the total depth of the
well is unknown and there is no historical information, the mine operator
must contact the District Manager before proceeding.

Where active wells which are no longer producing are being cleaned and
prepared subject to this order, the operator must: 1) attempt to remove all
of the casing using a diligent effort, and comply with all other applicable
provisions in this order, or 2) if the casing cannot be removed from the
total depth, must be filled with cement from the lowest possible depth to
200 feet below the seam to be mined or lowest mineable coal seam,
whichever is lower for wells less than 4,000", or 400 feet below the seam to
be mined or lowest mineable coal seam, whichever is lower, for wells
4,000 or greater, and the other applicable provisions in this order still
apply, or 3) if the casing cannot be removed it shall be perforated from 200
feet below the coal seam to be mined, or lowest mineable seam, whichever
is lower, or 400 feet below the seam to be mined or lowest mineable coal
seam, whichever is lower, for wells 4,000’ or greater, and the annuli shall
be cemented or otherwise filled, and the other applicable provisions in
this order still apply.

(2) The operator shall prepare down-hole logs for each well. Logs shall
consist of a caliper survey, a bond log if appropriate, a deviation survey,
and a gamma survey for determining the top, bottom, and thickness of all
coal seams down to the coal seam to be mined, or the lowest mineable coal
seam, whichever is lower, potential hydrocarbon producing strata and the
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the lowest mineable coal seam for wells less than 4000 feet in depth and
400 feet below the lowest mineable coal seam for wells 4000 feet or
greater, unless the District Manager requires cleaning out and removal
of casing to a greater depth based on his judgement as to what is
required due to geological strata, or due to the pressure within the well.

If the operator, using a casing bond log, can demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the District Manager that all annuli in the well are already
adequately sealed with cement, then the operator will not be required to
perforate or rip the casing for that particular well. When multiple casing
and tubing strings are present in the coal horizon(s), any casing which
remains shall be ripped or perforated and filled with expanding cement as
indicated above. An acceptable casing bond log for each casing and
tubing string is needed if used in lieu of ripping or perforating multiple
strings.

(4) If the District Manager concludes that the completely cleaned-out well is
emitting excessive amounts of gas, the operator must place a mechanical
bridge plug in the well.

It must be placed in a competent stratum at least 200 feet (400 feet if the
total well depth is 4,000 feet or greater) below the base of the lowest
mineable coal seam, but above the top of the uppermost hydrocarbon-
producing stratum, unless the District Manager requires a greater
distance based on his judgment that it is required due to the geological
strata, or due to the pressure within the well. The operator shall provide
the District Manager with all information it possesses concerning the
geological nature of the strata and the pressure of the well. If it is not
possible to set a mechanical bridge plug, an appropriately sized packer
may be used. The mine operator shall document what has been done to
“kill the well” and plug the hydrocarbon producing strata.

(5) If the upper-most hydrocarbon-producing stratum is within 300 feet of the
base of the coal seam to be mined, or lowest mineable seam, whichever is
lower, the operator shall properly place mechanical bridge plugs as
described in subparagraph (a)(4) to isolate the hydrocarbon-producing
stratum from the expanding cement plug.

Nevertheless, the operator shall place a minimum of 200 feet (400 feet if
the total well depth is 4,000 feet or greater) of expanding cement below
the coal seam to be mined, or lowest mineable seam, whichever is
lower, unless the District Manager requires a greater distance based on
his judgment that it is required due to the geological strata, or due to the
pressure within the well.
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feet above the top of the coal seam being mined, unless the District
Manager requires a greater distance based on his judgment that a greater

distance is required due to the geological strata, or due to the pressure
within the well.

(2) The operator shall securely grout into the bedrock of the upper portion of
the degasification well a suitable casing in order to protect it. The
remainder of this well may be cased or uncased.

(3) The operator shall fit the top of the degasification casing with a wellhead
equipped as required by the District Manager in the approved ventilation
plan. Such equipment may include check valves, shut-in valves, sampling
ports, flame arrestor equipment, and security fencing.

(4) Operation of the degasification well shall be addressed in the approved
ventilation plan. This may include periodic tests of methane levels and
limits on the minimum methane concentrations that may be extracted.

(5) After the area of the coal mine that is degassed by a well is sealed or the
coal mine is abandoned, the operator must plug all degasification wells
using the following procedures:

(i) The operator shall insert a tube to the bottom of the well or, if not
possible, to within 100 feet above the coal seam being mined. Any
blockage must be removed to ensure that the tube can be inserted to
this depth.

(ii) The operator shall set a cement plug in the well by pumping
Portland cement or a lightweight cement mixture down the tubing
until the well is filled to the surface.

(iii) The operator shall embed steel turnings or other small magnetic
particles in the top of the cement near the surface to serve as a
permanent magnetic monument of the well. In the alternative, a 4-
inch or larger casing, set in cement, shall extend at least 36 inches
above the ground level with the API well number engraved or
welded on the casing.

(iv) This provision does not apply to traditional degasification holes
which have not intersected the seam to be mined, have not
commercially produced gas and have no API number.

d. MANDATORY ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURES FOR PREPARING AND
PLUGGING OR RE-PLUGGING OIL OR GAS WELLS
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there is insufficient casing in the well to allow the method outlined in
subparagraph (d)(3) to be used, then the operator shall use a horizontal
hydraulic fracturing technique to intercept the original well. From at least
200 feet (400 feet if the total well depth is 4,000 feet or greater) below the
base of the coal seam to be mined, or lowest mineable seam, whichever
is lower, to a point at least 50 feet above the seam being mined, the
operator shall fracture in at least six places at intervals to be agreed
upon by the operator and the District Manager after considering the
geological strata and the pressure within the well. The operator shall
then pump expanding cement into the fractured well in sufficient
quantities and in a manner which fills all intercepted voids.

(5) The operator shall prepare down-hole logs for each well. Logs shall
consist of a caliper survey, a bond log if applicable, a deviation survey,
and a gamma log for determining the top, bottom, and thickness of all coal
seams down to the coal seam to be mined, or lowest mineable seam,
whichever is lower, potential hydrocarbon producing strata and the
location of any existing bridge plug. The operator may obtain the logs
from the adjacent hole rather than the well if the condition of the well
makes it impractical to insert the equipment necessary to obtain the log.

(6) A journal shall be maintained describing the depth of each material
encountered; the nature of each material encountered; bit size and type
used to drill each portion of the hole; length and type of each material
used to plug the well; length of casing(s) removed, perforated or ripped or
left in place; any sections where casing was cut or milled; and other
pertinent information concerning sealing the well. Invoices, work-orders,
and other records relating to all work on the well shall be maintained as
part of this journal and provided to MSHA upon request.

(7) After the operator has plugged the well as described in subparagraphs
(d)(3) and/ or (d)(4), the operator shall plug the adjacent hole, from the
bottom to the surface, with Portland cement or a lightweight cement
mixture.

The operator shall embed steel turnings or other small magnetic particles
in the top of the cement near the surface to serve as a permanent magnetic
monument of the well. In the alternative, a 4-inch or larger casing, set in
cement, shall extend at least 36 inches above the ground level.

A combination of the methods outlined in subparagraphs (d)(3) and (d)(4)
may have to be used in a single well, depending upon the conditions of
the hole and the presence of casings. The operator and the District
Manager shall discuss the nature of each hole. The District Manager may
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The operator shall ensure that sufficient supplies of roof support and
ventilation materials shall be available and located at the last open
crosscut. In addition, emergency plugs and suitable sealing materials
shall be available in the immediate area of the well intersection.

On the shift prior to intersecting the well, the operator shall service all
equipment and check it for permissibility. Water sprays, water pressures,
and water flow rates used for dust and spark suppression shall be
examined and any deficiencies corrected.

The operator shall calibrate the methane monitor(s) on the longwall,
continuous mining machine, or cutting machine and loading machine on
the shift prior to intersecting the well.

When mining is in progress, the operator shall perform tests for methane
with a handheld methane detector at least every 10 minutes from the time
that mining with the continuous mining machine or longwall face is
within 30 feet of the well until the well is intersected. During the actual
cutting process, no individual shall be allowed on the return side until the
well intersection has been completed, and the area has been examined and
declared safe. All workplace examinations on the return side of the
shearer will be conducted while the shearer is idle. The operator’s most
current Approved Ventilation Plan will be followed at all times unless the
District Manager deems a greater air velocity for the intersect is necessary.

When using continuous or conventional mining methods, the working
place shall be free from accumulations of coal dust and coal spillages, and
rock dust shall be placed on the roof, rib, and floor to within 20 feet of the
face when intersecting the well. On longwall sections, rock dusting shall
be conducted and placed on the roof, rib, and floor up to both the
headgate and tailgate gob.

When the well is intersected, the operator shall de-energize all equipment,
and thoroughly examine and determine the area to be safe before
permitting mining to resume.

After a well has been intersected and the working place determined to be
safe, mining shall continue inby the well a sufficient distance to permit
adequate ventilation around the area of the well.

If the casing is cut or milled at the coal seam level, the use of torches
should not be necessary. However, in rare instances, torches may be used
for inadequately or inaccurately cut or milled casings. No open flame
shall be permitted in the area until adequate ventilation has been
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written MSHA orders immediately. All verbal orders shall be committed
to writing within a reasonable time as conditions permit.

A copy of this Order shall be maintained at the mine and be available to
the miners.

If the well is not plugged to the total depth of all minable coal seams
identified in the core hole logs, any coal seams beneath the lowest plug
will remain subject to the barrier requirements of 30 C.F.R. § 75.1700,
should those coal seams be developed in the future.

All necessary safety precautions and safe practices according to Industry
Standards, required by MSHA regulations and State regulatory agencies
having jurisdiction over the plugging site will be followed to provide the
upmost protection to the miners involved in the process.

All miners involved in the plugging or re-plugging operations will be
trained on the contents of this Petition prior to starting the process and a
copy of this Petition will be posted at the well site until the plugging or re-
plugging has been completed.

Mechanical bridge plugs should incorporate the best available
technologies that are either required or recognized by the State regulatory
agency and/or oil and gas industry.

Within 30 days after this Order becomes final, the operator shall submit
proposed revisions for its approved 30 C.F.R. Part 48 training plan to the
District Manager. These proposed revisions shall include initial and
refresher training on compliance with the terms and conditions stated in
the Order. The operator shall provide all miners involved in well
intersection with training on the requirements of this Order prior to
mining within 150 feet of the next well intended to be mined through.

The responsible person required under 30 C.F.R. § 75.1501 Emergency

Evacuations, is responsible for well intersection emergencies. The well
intersection procedures should be reviewed by the responsible person

prior to any planned intersection.

Within 30 days after this Order becomes final, the operator shall submit
proposed revisions for its approved mine emergency evacuation and
firefighting program of instruction required under 30 C.F.R § 75.1502.
The operator will revise the program of instruction to include the hazards
and evacuation procedures to be used for well intersections. All
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Consolidation Coal Company
Northern West Virginia Operations
1 Bridge Street

Monongah, WV 26554

Phone:  304-534-4748
fax:  304-534-4739
" e-mail: ronnieharsh@consolenergy.com

web: www.coalsource.com
*Name:; RONNIE HARSH
*title; Project Engineer
April. 7, 2014
Department of Environmental Protection
Office of Qil and Gas
601 57% Street, SE

Charleston, WV 25304-2345
Phone: (304) 926-0499
Fax: (304) 926-0452

To Whom It May Concern:

As per the Department of Environmental Protection, Office of Oil and Gas request,
Consolidation Coal Company, Northern West Virginia Operations, submits the following
procedures utilizing pit waste.

Upon submitting a well work application (without general permit for Oil and Gas
Pit Waste Discharge Application), Consolidation Coal Company, Northern West Virginia
Operations, will construct no pits, but instead will use mud tanks to contain all drilling

muds.

Once the well is completed, that material (minus the cave material) will be trucked
to the next well to be plugged or to DEP impoundment facilities number U-78-83, U-104-83,
or U-1011-93,

Sincerely,
Ronnie Harsh
Project Engineer
RECEIVED
Office of Oil and Gas
FEB 25 2022
WV Department of

Environmental Protection

03/11/2022



03/11/2022



NOTICE TO CONSUMERS
I Artirefionieon ckation/nadiabon roquired

X Toqu
by sevol stalex, Underthe sved aws o soverd
states, ablration, mediation, or conti&aton is
roqrred I3 aprerequisie to mantaining alegal
actin based upen the o of zaad, (o wiich this
nabsmuummaswn The
mw&h@kamlmbmﬂ.
IN, MS, £G, TX, WA, signed enly CA, 10, ND, SO)
wong wih the required fing K (where appicebic)
with the Comnissinar DirectariSacrazzy of
Agsiauian, Seod Comwmissicner BN, o Chiet
Agricubural Ofcor within such tme as lo pamil
nspmdhommn.nmbym
Cappnated agency and he seadsman Femwham
n-osuqmmdm‘nwwgmem
malb«;mbun&lyaﬁ&ﬁurqnued
mad o 2x oth provick Haednya®

INOTCE TO BUYER WE WARRANT
THAT SEEOSWE SBUX WILL OONFORM
"TOTHZ LABEL DESCRIPTION REQUIRED
UNCER STATE AND FEDEPAL LAWS,
WITHN RECOGNZED TOLERANCES. WE

MAKE NOWARRANTIES. EXPRESSED

OR CONTRACT WITHRESFECT TOSUCH
SEEDISUMTED 10 THE PURCHASE
PHICE OF SUCI 56EDS.

T e

4710301571

1884 E MRIN HUY 63 HOUSE =2 o MOREHERD KY 48351 » RS = 4923 @M maﬂ

MIXTURE-COASTAL SEEG 2315

: T 50

Lor ggogﬂwage INERT: l.SSNET ED SEED: .26
KIN URRIETY
qt VD%DEYE.: KHaS
ORCHARDGRASS POTOMAC
CORTING ﬂHfERIRkSS
FEOURR - RYEGR Ko sTareD
s
CORTING MATERIAL

MOT CLIMAX
A ke
RDING CLOVER SEMINGLE
%O ING hHTERIHL o
tf'gg:(.nenls

NOXIOUS WEEOS PER L8

.8 28 gy gof

misss

GERM HARD OORY TEST
?Rgg siu .o oog iT 6
11338568 g8 eg 1716
809 'pd | -ea 11716
18; ss.ge 8 g0 ;5/8
g.? 85.08 .3 .gg /16
9'6@ as'gg .a .68 %253
7836300 799 o8 lvie
egaf @
TREESR

RECEIVED
Office of Oil and Gas
FEB 25 2022
WV Department of

Environmental Protection

03/11/2022



03/11/2022



03/11/2022



03/11/2022



03/11/2022



3/7/122, 12:59 PM State of West Virginia Mail - Plugging Vertical Well Work Permit (API: 47-103-01571, 03486 - 03491)

Stansberry, Wade A <wade.a.stansberry@wv.gov>

Plugging Vertical Well Work Permit (API: 47-103-01571, 03486 - 03491)

1 message
Stansberry, Wade A <wade.a.stansberry@wv.gov> Mon, Mar 7, 2022 at 12:59 PM

To: Jay Hores <jayhores@coalsource.com>, David Roddy <davidroddy@coalsource.com>, "Greynolds, Kenneth L" <kenneth.l.greynolds@wv.gov>, Scott
Lemley <slemley@wvassessor.com>

| have attached a copy of the newly issued well permit number. This will serve as your copy.
47-103-01571 - 1. D. MORGAN 9

47-103-03486 - WEST VIRGINIA LAND RESOURCES / WELL NO. 7242

47-103-03487 - WEST VIRGINIA LAND RESOURCES / WELL NO. 7276

47-103-03488 - WEST VIRGINIA LAND RESOURCES / WELL NO. 7273

47-103-03489 - WEST VIRGINIA LAND RESOURCES / WELL NO. 7275

47-103-03490 - WEST VIRGINIA LAND RESOURCES / WELL NO. 7277

47-103-03491 - WEST VIRGINIA LAND RESOURCES / WELL NO. 7253

If you have any questions, then please contact us here at the Office of Oil and Gas.

Terry, | have the paper copy here at the office with a filled in IR-8.

Thank you,

Wade A. Stansberry

Environmental Resource Specialist 3

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
Office of Oil & Gas

601 57th St. SE

Charleston, WV 25304

(304) 926-0499 ext. 41115

(304) 926-0452 fax

Wade.A.Stansberry@wv.gov
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